A JURIDICAL CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF CALATRAVA, THE MASTERSHIP OF DON
by SOPHIA MENACHE (Haifa)* The administration of the Order of Calatrava, entrusted by Pope Innocent VIII to King Ferdinand the Catholic (1485), hints at the culmination of a process which the centralizing Castilian Monarchy attempted with ultimate success, that of bringing the Military Orders under its rule'. The Orders of Alcantara and Santiago were also submitted to royal control, in 1493 and 1494 respectively 2. This process reflects the development by the late Middle Ages of the Military Orders in the Iberian peninsula. Born amidst the religious fervour and the advance of the twelfth century Reconquista, the Military Orders became an economic and political power which no monarch could ignore 3. Moreover, while favouring the ascendency of the Military Orders, the Spanish monarchs had tried to advance their own control of the Orders by all the means at their disposal. The election of masters, with the control they exercised in both spiritual and temporal affairs of the Orders, played a crucial role in the royal centralizing policy'. Indeed, before Ferdinand the Catholic received papal authorization to administrate the Military Orders, his royal ancestors had promoted the election of their proto the mastership. In 1409, for instance, Fernando de Antequera, at that time the regent of Castile, managed to obtain the Mastership of the Orders of Its affiliation with the Cistercian Order endowed the Order of Calatrava with all benefits of papal exemption including the free election of the master9. The procedure of the master's election was finally established by Abbot John VI of Morimond (1444): The comendador mayor was bound to summon all the comendadores, knights and chaplains to the convent of Calatrava within ten days of the death of the master. In practice, however, only the comendadores were summoned because of the inexpedience of leaving the frontier exposed. Once assembled, the mass of the Holy Ghost was celebrated and then the election took place. Theoretically, the election should have been unanimous, but the candidate who received the votes of the maior and sanior pars was recognized as the true master'° and received the magisterial standard from the comendador mayor. 8. See the short biographical essay on Don Alonso published by Jose Navarro Latorre, Don Alonso de Arag6n, la Espada o lanza de Juan II (Zaragoza 1983).
9. On the principles of the papal exemption, see, Dom J. Hourlier, classique (1140-1378), Histoire du droit et des institutions de l'église en occident, 6d. G. le Bras, X, 1974, pp. 317-322 . Concerning Calatrava, see the bulls of Pope Alexander III (25/9/1164), Gregory VIII (4/11/1187) and Innocent III (28/4/1199), BC, [5] [6] [22] [23] [24] [25] [31] [32] [33] [34] 10. The election by the sanior pars was already recognized by Gratian and later developed in the decretals while emphasizing the freedom of the chapter, see, C. XVIII, q.2, sp. 3 -5, Corpus Iuris Canonici (C.LC.), (Friedberg 1879); Decretal. Gregor. IX, Lib.I, tit. VI, De electione, c.14, C.LC., p. 54.
